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Hello Everyone
I am going to start this month’s letter with a huge thank you to all who were
involved with our Easter Celebrations. From visits by Benjamin the Donkey to
the Easter Bonnet parade on Easter Sunday. Lent and Holy Week, my first
experience with you as your incumbent, has been truly wonderful.
Both churches, on Easter Sunday, looked amazing full of beautiful flowers to
celebrate our Risen Lord. Thank you to both Teams led by Carol Raines and
Angela Wheller.
It is only fitting that we should celebrate the resurrection of Jesus from the
dead, which is the central fact of our Christian history. On this festival our
Church is built. Without it there would be no Christian Church today.
But Easter doesn’t stop on Easter Sunday with Jesus’ first appearance
following His brutal death. It is only the beginning!
A beginning that should start at the empty tomb. Mary Magdalene did not
meet the risen Christ until she had discovered the empty tomb. When she
did, she responded with joy and obedience by going to tell the other
disciples. We cannot meet Jesus until we discover that He is indeed alive.
Once we have made that discovery, our joy will overflow so much, so that we
should want to share this with others.
One verse of scripture during that first account in St John’s Gospel of Mary
meeting Jesus sums up what we mean to the risen Lord.
Jesus said to her ‘Mary” -John 20:16

Jesus knows each one of us by name. Where better to start a journey of faith
by reciprocating that honour and knowing and calling by name ‘Jesus’ our
Lord and saviour.
AMEN
With my blessing Jules
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Children’s News!
Lots of lovely Birthdays being celebrated this month:
On the 7th Carys Slee Evans will be 5yrs old
Emily Rockett is 14 on the 13th
Charlie Winter becomes a teenager 13yrs on the 22nd
and Felix Bridger is 9yrs old on the 25th
Happy Birthday from everyone at Christ Church
After the busyness of Easter events things are a bit quieter this month.
Children's Church on the 1st May 10am for a 10.15 start is a Pet's Service. If
you can't bring your pet then please bring a photo of them. We will be
thanking God for all His creation.
Tots sessions on Tuesday and Thursday mornings between 9.30 - 11.30
will continue all throughout May. Tots will finish on the 24th and 26th with
story and singing in Church during the session at 10.15 There will then be no
Tots the following week as it's schools end of term and Tots will be back on
the 7th and 9th June.
The Z Club for Seniors on zoom is on the 3rd Saturday of the month the 21st
May at 7pm.
FFC (Faith For Children) will have their activities in the hall during the Sunday
10am service in Church from the 8th May and the following 3 Sundays in
May. FFC are going to do some fundraising for the Church re-ordering.
So apologies if you get asked lots of times but I am sure the congregation
will want to encourage the children for this event. 2 FFC families, the Searles
and the Rocketts, plus myself and Rev Jules, will be doing the Rotary Club 5K
walk on Sunday 19th June at 10.30am so no FFC in the hall that day.
Watch this space, the notice sheet and the website for news on events for the
Jubilee.
Have a fabulous month, hoping the sun will be shining.
Beverley Kelly
Children and Family Worker
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POETRY CORNER
Ukraine
Mariapol, a city of ghosts
Where amongst devastation
The brave hold their posts
From endless windows
Come the echoes of lives
One man’s invasion,
Who lives, and who dies?
The menacing rumble
Proceeding the threat
Of homes left as ashes
No remorse, no regret
Families in terror
In basements below
Annihilation of innocents
From this cowardly foe
The constant tormenting
The fires in the skies
No birdsong, no laughing
Just screaming and cries
The snapping of gunfire
The hiss of a drone
The thud of a mortar
Finding its home
Their country fragmented
In search of escape
While they wait in the darkness
Not knowing their fate
But Nations are waiting
With arms open wide
To welcome these people
Of Courage and Pride

The Lonely Chicken
Henny Penny Chicken lives all by herself
With all the other chickens gone she’s
Left upon the shelf.
She struts and pecks, a lonely bird,
Oblivious of her plight.
But at night when Mr Fox is round
She hides herself from sight
But in the morning she will come
And peck at my back door;
For scraps to eat, a piece of bread
Perhaps an apple core.
Then one day I noticed
That she had some company
A blackbird had appeared nearby
In my old apple tree.
His shiny feathers black as night
And chest puffed out in pride
He sings his cheerful melody
With Penny by his side
Together they now forage

Tina Hellawell
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AFTER 8s Meeting: After 8s Meeting on 16 May at
8 p.m. in the Lounge at Pegasus on Silver Street when
we shall hear a talk about The Jessie May Trust. The
Trust, named after the late daughter of the Founders,
provides care at home for terminally ill children, from
babies through to children as old as 19.

The Prayer Fellowship
Did you know that the Benefice has a Prayer Fellowship where
members pray regularly for each other, for the local community and
also for wider concerns. It is produced on a 2 monthly cycle
Further information from Jo Hatcliffe (858149)

Parish Prayers In May, as we pray for our parish, please pray for the
schools and the groups for pre-school children in our parish: Kingshill
Church School; Ravenswood School; Nailsea School; Greenslade Preschool; Nailsea and Backwell Children's Centre; the Secret Garden Montessori Nursery School; Tots at Christ Church and the parent and toddler
groups at the Methodist and Baptist churches and at the Mizzymead

Pastoral Care
If anyone hears of a church member who is ill in hospital or at home
and would welcome prayer or a listening ear either by a personal
visit or a phone call please contact me either by email
rhonawinter@hotmail.com or ring Rhona on 0777 9933959
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QUALITY
FACE MASKS
At Grove Wills, we offer a friendly, but professional,
Willwriting and Lasting Powers of Attorney service
in the comfort of your own home.
We also offer a free review of any current documents
which may put your mind at rest and can explain
the importance and benefits of having
Powers of Attorney put in place.
Very reasonable rates and no form filling –
we do it all for you.

Delivered direct to
your door
£5 per pack of 10
Just telephone
07779 623346

Please contact Karen to discuss further
T: 07498 948 580 or E: info@grovewills.com

DAVID’S GARDENING
SERVICES
Do you need help in your garden?
Regular garden maintenance
including: Grass cutting Hedge
Trimming Weeding and
garden clear up Pruning
Call David on 07561119504
E-mail David at
davidsgardeningservices@live.com

Please note: the magazine editor’s email address.

Please

send all items for the magazine to
MagazineEditor@Christchurchnailsea.org.uk . Thank you.
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CONCERT AT CHRIST CHURCH
We are very much looking forward to vocal group MISCELLANY
together with our own organist Phil Lawrence performing
in church on Saturday 21st May at 7pm. Miscellany have sung
for us on several occasions, and this time they hope to perform
sacred, folk and music on the theme of children and togetherness. Phil will no doubt surprise us with a variety of music.
Tickets are £10 adults, £5 students/children (or £12 on the night).

On sale now from the Church Office.

Packed lunches are back in style
With food prices soaring, who needs a bought sandwich or salad?
They can cost nearly £8 a day from LEON or Pret or other food
outlets. Instead, it seems we are investing in plastic food containers (John Lewis reports sales are up 64 per cent on last year) and
taking our own lunches to work.
As one cookery blogger explains, “You can’t reduce your council
tax, but you can make little savings on everyday meals, which add
up to a significant difference.”
“It’s ‘cool’ these days to take a packed lunch to the office,” says
Suzanne Mulholland, author of The Batch Lady: Shop Once. Cook
Once. Eat Well All Week. "Being organised and prepared is seen as
a good thing.”
As for coffee, consider this: buying a £3 cappuccino every day
adds up to £1,095 a year. Far cheaper to fill a flask at home.
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JOHN BROWN
FOR QUALITY HARDWARE & COOKWARE
A family run concern offering the
PERSONAL SERVICE
You would expect from
NAILSEA’S LONGEST RUNNING BUSINESS (Est. 1957)
90 High Street, Nailsea. Telephone 01275 853368
NAILSEA COUNTRY MARKET
Homemade bakes & preserves,
local cheese, butter, eggs,
plants and craft

Christ Church Vestry Hall
Fridays 10.00-11.15am
facebook.com/nailseacountrymarket

Choice of Chauffeur Driven

Genuine Vintage Cars for Hire
Nailsea Podiatry Practice
HPC Registered Chiropodists/Podiatrists
Ground Floor, The Old Vicarage,
Somerset Square, Nailsea,
Bristol, BS48 1RN
Tel: 01275 855384

Roger and Andrew Triggol
Tel 01275 852440

Mrs M.L. Burt BSc (Hons), MChs
Mr I. Phillips BSc, MChs
Surgery and Domiciliary Visits available
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CHRIST CHURCH NAILSEA - Background & Guide
Chapter 9 - Reredos, Chancel Screen & Boards
Whilst the interior of Christ Church is much the same today as when it was
first opened almost 180 years ago; some important changes have occurred
over the years that significantly changed the interior appearance at the
time, but which have since disappeared - leaving little or no evidence behind - but nevertheless deserve mention as part of the church’s history.
The Reredos. The term ‘reredos’ signifies a
screen behind the Altar, generally of wood or
stone, that enhances and draws attention to the
Altar (the focus of the whole church structure). It
is often heavily decorated as in the case of
Christ Church, whose Reredos were erected in
1907 and removed (in part) in the 1950s when
the whole of the east window was given its
stained glass image of the “Good Shepherd”
that we see today. (more on the East Window
next month). The original 1907 Reredos in dark
wood covered the whole east wall of the church
to a height of more than 6 feet (2M), peaking in
the centre to cover the lower part of the triple Lancet window, and consequently somewhat reduced the incoming light. The plain lower part of the
Reredos were enhanced by carved upper panels echoing the lancet shape
of the windows, and containing carved foliage. Although some of the Reredos is still in place, it is greatly reduced in visual impact as today the east
wall is dominated by the figure of the ‘Good Shepherd’ in the Triple Lancet
window.
The Chancel Screen. One of the many changes that were enacted in
1922/23 was the erection of a “Chancel Screen” in dark wood that fitted
right across the entrance of the Chancel, underneath the Chancel Arch.
Screens were common from the medieval period onwards, and were generally of two types. The panels that were removed were converted to a
large wooden cupboard that today resides in the north-west corner of the
Nave under the Balcony; where the original carving is clearly seen. One
type was a solid stone-built structure that physically divided the Chancel
from the Nave, properly called a “pulpitum”; found in cathedrals and
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great churches and which divided the Chancel from the Nave - and/or, in
medieval times, the Priests from the People. The other type was a “rood
screen” which stood just within the Nave and supported the “Rood” another name for a Crucifix (ie a cross with Christ hanging thereon). The
“Rood” was either fixed to the top of the Screen (the Rood Loft) or hanging from the Vault (the ceiling) above the Screen, flanked by the figures of
Mary the mother of our Lord and St John. Rood Screens were prohibited
after the Reformation, but some survived (Long Ashton from 1480) and
others re-installed, complete with the hanging ’Rood’ (Christ Church in
Broad Street, Bristol). The Screen in Christ Church seems to have been a
compromise in that it divided the Chancel from the Nave as a “pulpitum”
would have done; but was made of wood, but without a Rood. It certainly
made a difference to the overall interior appearance of Christ Church, and
was in position until 1978, about 55 years. Whatever the origins of screens
may have been, they were a popular piece of church furniture over many
years, and were thought to have added dignity.
The Boards. The four “Boards” were literally wooden boards on which
were inscribed the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer & the Ten Commandments.
I don’t know their original application, but incredibly they were used
simply as baffles to block light entering the church from the west windows and injuring the Organ, when it and the Choir were located there.
By the 1880s they were rescued from this menial task ! Two were erected
to flank the Triple Lancet window in the east; and two to flank the Chancel
Arch on the east wall of the Nave. Again, like Screens, these were popular
Victorian church ornaments and remained in place for about 40 years until the changes of 1922/23.
It seems that between 1922/23 (Screen erection) and the 1950s (Reredos
changed) that Christ Church would have looked very different from today
- with the appearance heavily affected by the Reredos and Screen, as
shown on the photograph from the 1920s. In addition the Pews were
enhanced by their ‘Trefoil” decorated ends. Added to the fact that the
walls were painted in green distemper with red fleur-de-lys decoration
prior to 1938 (“unalleviated ugliness” according to one contemporary
comment) ; we can come to our own conclusions as to whether
“improvements” are always advantageous !!

Frank Clarke
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Prayer Meeting
The prayer meeting this month will be on Wednesday 4th May at 10am.
There’s a Deanery Coffee Morning on the 5th May at St Andrew’s,
Clevedon, 10am to Noon.
Link Dioceses
Our afternoon meeting is on Wednesday the 18th May at 2:30pm and is on
our Link Dioceses. The speaker is Gaye Curtis. Link Dioceses are worldwide
and a number are allocated to each Mothers Union diocese.
Our Link Dioceses are Shinyanga in Tanzania, False Bay in South Africa,
Umuahia and Ijebu in Nigeria, and Vellore in India.
United Nations
Mothers Union has “consultative status” at the United Nations which
means that we are able to both submit a statement in advance, and send a
delegation. This year’s MU delegation to the United Nations included 12
members from 9 countries, including Jocelyne Razafiarivony. This year’s
priority theme was: Achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all
women and girls in the context of climate change and environmental
disaster.

Jocelyne Razafiarivony is the MU provincial coordinator for Madagascar,
the fourth largest island in the world, home to more than 28 million
people. She recently spoke at two United Nations Commission on the
Status of Women events around the relationship between climate change
and gender inequality.
Her address shone a light on the devastating impact the world’s first
climate induced famine has had on women in Madagascar. Most were left
to fend for themselves and their families in the wake of a massive rural
exodus of men.
"Because of famine, the men left the region to go to the capital of

Madagascar in a massive rural exodus. Women could not go anywhere.
They were a burden so they had to stay. As caregivers, they were not able
to feed their families any longer. They were only eating cactus and boiled
water. They were really starving.”
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The country is plagued by a 40 year drought which is a significant factor in
creating this famine that many people to this day are unaware of. In
Madagascar, more than 80% of the population live below the poverty line,
earning less than £1.50 per day. Jocelyne shared how families struggle to
find water and food for daily consumption and walk miles to World Food
Programme camps to get food aid. “The impact of climate change is
visible and real”.
She shared how two women with large families Manantena and Dophine,
barely had anything to feed their families. The situation was deteriorating
quickly and, when Mothers Union stepped in, these women and their
families were so weak they could barely stand. As an immediate response,
MU fed them for a week to help them regain their strength. This initial
support also helped them gather their courage and prepare for a
mobilized, community led response to the crisis. They were given the
necessary material and skills needed to build resilience for a longer period
of time: “Then they became stronger. They were mobilized as a

community and given sweet potato stems and maize seeds to grow in the
land that has been left abandoned. They could get some harvests, using
part of them as food to eat and storing another part, after peeling and
drying them.”
In this instance, Jocelyne says, Mothers Union acted as ‘agents of change’
in the lives of these women who in turn, have now become agents of
change for their communities by passing this knowledge down to others.

Chris Mahony
."

End of the Road?
By Michael Pfundner, Bible Society, £1.20
This handy booklet will reach people with the
Christian message in just a few pages. It goes behind the scenes of Jesus' death and resurrection to look at the worldchanging events leading up to Easter Day – and beyond. It points its
readers towards the archaeological and documentary evidence of the
real political and religious figures behind the Easter story in the Bible.
This short book is perfect for those who would like to know more about
the history behind the Easter story, and can be used as a handout in
Churches or during outreach.
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PRAYER DIARY FOR MAY 2022
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
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All who read Bible lessons and lead Prayers of Intercession at our services.
Food banks and generosity of donors.
Pray for the children, all staff and governors of Kingshill Church
School.
Mothers’ Union Communion Service this morning.
Lives touched by hospital, prison and town chaplains, your presence
Lord in all walks of life.
A warm welcome to any newcomers to our Church.
Agencies researching treatments for many diseases.
“You are the light that is ever bright, you fill my heart giving life, you
give the work I endeavour to do, meaning and purpose are blessings
from you” (Hymn 763)
The wonderful world in which we live. May we do all we can to be
good custodians.
All concerned with education and wellbeing of pupils at Ravenswood
School.
Agricultural gatherings and events taking place this month.
May memories be happy, overshadowing the difficulties and sad
times.
Plans and preparations to celebrate the Platinum Anniversary of Her
Majesty the Queen.
Nailsea Schools, all pupils and staff including our Christian contact—
Neil Wylie working amongst young people.
Thankfulness for security and shelter, remembering many who have
had to hastily leave loved ones and possessions not knowing what the
future holds.
Broadcasting services and all media that material is used honestly.
Greenslade Pre School that it be a happy environment for all concerned.
Peace; be still. Listen in silence.
Art in all its forms—stimulating sight, sound, touch, awareness and
appreciation.
Nailsea and Backwell Children’s Centre. A joyful place for children to
learn together and for staff to love the valuable work they do.
Miscellany and Phil Lawrence’s concert, 7 pm tonight.

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Tickenham APCM after service today.
All staff concerned with the governance of the Diocese.
Inspirational composers of hymns and church music.
“The Secret Garden” Montessori Nursery School—all the young
pupils and staff.
Ascension Day: shall our hearts forget his promise “I am with you
evermore” (Hymn 12).
That people behave considerately now that we are able once more
to socialise.
We pray for all rescue services on land, at sea and in the air.
As we gather at our acts of worship, we think of our Christian sisters
and brothers worldwide.
Housebound members of our Church family and all lonely people
living in our midst.
Tots at Christ Church, children, parents and carers, leaders and helpers. We also pray for parent and toddler groups at the Methodist,
Baptist and Southfield Churches and at the Mizzymead Sports and
Social Club.
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A crossword to start off, all solutions are on page 26

Across
1 Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) (11)
9 ‘The — are mantled with corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7)
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his side’(Exodus32:27)(5)
11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in the temple was torn from— to bottom (Matthew 27:51) (3)
13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4)
16 ‘Anyone,then,who knows the good he ought——and doesn’t do it,
sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2)
17 Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6)
18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4)
20 ‘As far as the east is from the—,so far has he removed our transgressions from us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4)
21 Sign(Luke23:38)(6)
22 ‘After that,Jesus poured water into a basin and began to—his disciples’
feet’ (John 13:5) (4)
23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed up the good ears
in Pharaoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4)
25 Has(anag.)(3)
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28 ‘This is the account of Shem,Ham and Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5)
29 ‘I will...make them drunk,so that they...sleep for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah
51:39) (4,3)
30 Paul said of him,‘he often refreshes me and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2
Timothy 1:16) (11)
Down
2 Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5)
3 ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4)
4 ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly — appeared with the angel’ (Luke
2:13) (4)
5 Slip (anag.) (4)
6 ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the door, and he will become
your servant for life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4)
7 Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)
8 ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11)
12 Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6)
14 Container cover(Numbers19:1 (3)
15 ‘He...became obedient to death,even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5)
19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7)
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’(Luke7:38)(3)
24 One who worships Brahma,Vishnu or Shiva(5)
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)(4)
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills;where does my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4)
27 One of those whom the Lord said would be taken from Jerusalem and Judah
as judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4)

A sudoku this month
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As you are probably aware Kingshill is designated a “church” school with
official links to Christ Church. I have only ever worked in mainstream
schools and have been very surprised to find out that there is a distinct
difference between the two categorisations. I thought that you might
like to share part of my journey of discovery with me this month as all of
us who attend Christ Church are automatically in partnership with the
school.
You will undoubtedly have heard of Ofsted which is the very rigorous
public inspection of schools. Church schools like Kingshill are inspected
by Ofsted but also have a second in depth inspection called SIAMS
(Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools). I was
introduced to this process in March when Kingshill underwent a SIAMS
inspection.
The inspection process looks at key areas of school development but its
main focus is very much on spirituality and “the impact of the Church
school’s Christian vision on pupils and adults”. The focus on this area
marks the school out as having a different mandate from mainstream
schools in an age when most schools fear explicit Christian teaching.
You’ll be delighted to hear that Kingshill received a very good report.
Our church even got a mention! I would like to share some comments
from the report so that you can appreciate what a privilege it is for all of
us to be part of the process of nurturing young people in the area.

“Kingshill has a strong Christian vision which is lived out in the
exceptionally close links with its school community. It is firmly
rooted in the Christian values of love and respect.”
“The partnership with the local church is strong. The rector and
members of the church community, including governors contribute
exceptionally well to the life of the school. Their support for the life
of the school includes a weekly lunchtime club in which pupils
benefit from special time interacting with caring adults.”
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“Collective worship is inclusive, inspirational and central to daily life
at Kingshill. Worship themes root the school’s values in biblical teaching and on the life and teachings of Christ. The importance of having
courage is explicitly linked to the story of David and Goliath.”
It’s lovely to know that the school has the freedom to place importance on
daily Collective Worship. A little bird told me that when asked to name
someone they thought showed courage my grandson responded that he
thought his mum showed courage when she played football with him!
Having seen him play I share that view!
As if to validate the above Christ Church welcomed the whole school and
parents to an Easter Celebration at the church on April 8th. It was a total
joy, the children sang enthusiastically and Jules gave a touching address.
Well done to all involved.

The school is always looking for volunteers to help in a variety of ways so
if you feel prompted to find out more about this please speak to Jules. As
you can see from the report Christ Church is doing its bit to nurture the
next generation and it would be lovely if you felt prompted to get involved.
Lynda Kennedy

ORCHARDS
THE FURNITURE PEOPLE
Quality & Service
At Realistic Prices
28 Somerset Square Nailsea Bristol BS48 1RP
Tel: 01275 855
www.orchardsthefurniturepeople.co.uk
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North Somerset Child Contact Centre
A Child Contact Centre is a safe, neutral place where the children of separated families can meet with their non-resident parent. The North Somerset Centre operates twice a month in Clevedon or Nailsea and is run
and managed by the Mothers' Union. It is staffed by a team of volunteers, male and female, who are all DBS cleared and trained. This is a valuable service bringing much happiness to "absent parents" and their
children. Referrals are always welcome and a few more volunteers would
also be gratefully welcomed. If you feel that you could spare a couple of
hours on a Saturday afternoon occasionally, or would like more information please phone Chris on 01275 857724

Miscellaneous observations on life….
Thinking of going on holiday? Look in the mirror. If you look like your
passport photo, you probably need the trip. - Anon
Don’t wait for people to be friendly, show them how. - Anon
Assumption is the mother of all foul-ups. - Anon
Be different. Conform. - Anon
Can atheists get insurance for acts of God? - Anon
A smile is a curve which helps to put things straight. - Anon
If you want to soar with the eagles in the morning, you can’t hoot with the
owls all night. - Anon
Experience is a wonderful thing. It enables you to recognise a mistake
when you make it again. - Anon
Is a lame duck a politician whose goose has been cooked? - Anon
People have always named their children after expensive things: Mercedes, Chardonnay, Dior. This year, look out for: Electric, Gas, and Petrol. -

Anon
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Margaret
Stanton

Companion Care

ALCM DIP.ABRSM

Piano Tuition to Grade 8
Children and Adults
welcome
Also Theory to Grade 5
For more information
please call: 01275 852644

STAMPS
Did you know .........
The Children’s Hospice can make
money from used postage stamps?

Please pop them in the special
box at the back of the Church.
Thank you on their behalf,

Experienced, qualified support
for you or your loved one.






Home help
Companionship
Carers respite support
Memory support
Keeping active
01275 463604

Companioncarenorthsomerset@
gmail.com
www.companioncarenorthsomer set.com
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LIFE IN ABUNDANCE
A message from Brian Castle, Honorary Assistant Bishop for Bath and
Wells
It all happened so quickly. I went to A&E with severe back-pain which
affected my mobility. The NHS was outstanding. Within a dizzying few
hours, I heard I would need an immediate MRI scan and possibly rods to
support my spine. I dreaded the thought of going into the scanner, let
alone the surgery. As I was being wheeled along the corridor, Lauren,
my Godson’s 10-year-old daughter, came into my mind.
Lauren is a talented girl passionate about football. Just over a year ago, it
was discovered that she had a growth at the base of the spine which
would need radical treatment to prevent spinal curvature. She would also
require rods in her back which could be regularly extended by surgery as
she grew into adulthood. In addition, this ten-year-old would be spending lonely hours in a soul-less scanner. Lauren is lovingly supported by
her wonderful family and magnificently treated by NHS professionals,
but while it can be shared, the load is ultimately hers to carry. Parents
bear the agony of powerlessness. In the middle of this painful dilemma,
young Lauren is instinctively grabbing the God-given gift of abundant
life which is for all and which lies at the heart of the Gospel. As we get
older, less passionate and more cynical we can lose faith in this gift.
As I was being taken to the radiology department, I realised that I was
being strengthened and inspired by this young girl, six decades my junior, facing far greater challenges than me. My own fears were being
transformed by Jesus Christ’s gift of life mediated through Lauren’s courage. Life may turn out differently from what we expect, but that does not
restrict its abundance.
The young are an inspiration. It is the role of the older generation to ensure they can grow into the special people God has created them to be
22

so that they can release the gifts they have for us all.
Thanks, Lauren.
Despite all she faces, Lauren continues to play football.

Brian Castle

English is becoming, like, less formal stuff, maybe, okay?
In the biggest ever study of its kind, researchers from Lancaster
University looked at 100 million words to analyse trends. One expert
says: “The most striking thing we found is how informal language has
become. There has been a systematic shift towards more informal
vocabulary and grammar.”
Some examples include a steep decline in the use of modal verbs such
as ‘shall’, ‘must’ and ‘may’, while the use of Mr. and Mrs. is down by up
to 57 percent. Instead, first names are used more and more often, even
in formal letters.
Split infinitives are on the rise, and ‘shorthands’ such as ‘omg’ (oh my
God), ‘tbh’ (to be honest) and ‘defo’ are used so much that they are now
common parlance.
Could apostrophes become a thing of the past? In the last three decades
alone, its use has declined by eight percent.
On the other hand, the word ‘amazing’ has increased in use five-fold –
from 16.6 times per million to 88.6 times per million, while the use of
‘maybe’ has almost tripled, from 89.3 to 236.1 parts per million.

‘IN’ words on the street now include: A bit, amazing, ‘cos, focus groups,
fame, global, internet, just, like, maybe, me, net, ok, online, phone, really,
stuff, website
‘OUT’ words include: Authority, church, employment, may, which, whom,
Mr, Mrs, must, shall, telephone, unemployment, upon, usually.
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SERVICES FOR MAY 2022

1st
3rd of
Easter

8.30 am

Holy Communion

10 am

Children’s Church

8th
4th of
Easter

8.30 am

Holy Communion

11th
Monthly
Weekday

10.00 am Holy Communion

15th
5th of
Easter

8.30 am

22nd
6th of
Easter

8.30am

26th

7.30 pm

10.00 am

Holy Communion

11.00 am

Children’s Church

11.00 am

Holy Communion

Service for Christian
Aid week
Holy Communion

10.00 am Holy Communion

11.00 am Service of the
Word

Ascension Day Holy
Communion

8.30 am

Holy communion
United Benefice
10.00 am
Holy Communion

CHRIST CHURCH
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Holy Communion

10.00 am Holy Communion

Thursday
Ascension
Day
29th
Sunday
after Ascension

11.00 am

TICKENHAM

In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing aching hunger for families like
Jessica Mwedzi’s.
The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and drought
have robbed her of the power to provide for her children.
And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in
Zimbabwe and around the globe. Without the fertiliser and food - like
wheat and cooking oil - that Ukraine and Russia produce, vulnerable
families will be pushed even deeper into hunger.
But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you.
Our gifts this Christian Aid Week could help Jessica set up water taps on
her farm, learn to grow food, and provide seeds that thrive in drought –
giving her all she needs to turn her dry, dusty land into a garden of hope,
abundant with fresh food like tomatoes, beans and cucumbers. She'll be
proud of the fruits of her work, and she'll see her children enjoy their first
full meal in months.
Join us this Christian Aid Week, and help turn hunger into hope.
We shall not be carrying out house to house collections so please place
your donation, cheques payable to Christ Church Nailsea PCC, in an
envelope labelled CHRISTIAN AID and marked ‘Please Gift Aid’ if you are
a taxpayer and able to do this. Then bring it to church or to the office.

(Some of us may receive official Christian Aid envelopes through our
letterboxes. Donations returned in these will be processed by Nailsea
Methodist Church.)
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Those memorable school reports…

What did your teachers say about your progress at school? The
following were sent into the Daily Telegraph some years ago….
~ One of my French reports simply said: ‘Sheila attended the lessons’. Sheila Blow, Surrey

~ My housemaster wrote: ‘He has an overdeveloped unawareness.’ - Ian
Jones, Wirral
~ A friend’s son’s report said: ‘By the time he has mastered French, he
will be too old to cross the Channel.’ – M Knaggs, Dorset
~ My teacher observed: ‘The improvement in his handwriting has
revealed his inability to spell.’ - Colin Sutherland, Switzerland
~ My teacher was a realist: ‘I am sorry to have to tell you that he is
doing his best.’ Stan Proctor, Surrey

Nailsea Dental Practice - Family Dentistry






New patients welcome
Full range of quality dental
treatment
Tooth straightening without
tooth removal
Hygienist service






Sedation for nervous
patients
Payment plan available
Evening appointments
Practice car park

01275 856179
22/24 High Street, Nailsea BS48 1AU
www.nailseadentalpractice.co.uk

Crossword answers
ACROSS: 1, Overwhelmed. 9, Valleys. 10, Strap. 11, Top. 13, Reel. 16,
To do. 17, Incite. 18, Load. 20, West. 21, Notice. 22, Wash. 23, Thin.
25, Ash. 28, Noah’s. 29, Ever not. 30, Onesiphorus. DOWN: 2, Value.
3, Reed. 4, Host. 5, Lisp. 6, Ear lobe. 7, Overflowing. 8, Opportunity.
12, Obtain. 14, Lid. 15, A cross. 19, Abstain. 20, Wet. 24, Hindu. 25,
Asks. 26, Help. 27, Hero.
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Christ Church Nailsea
in the United Benefice of Christ Church, Nailsea
and St Quiricus and St Julietta, Tickenham
Rector Rev. Julie Harris
Tel: 859105/07857946576 email: jules.rectorccsqsj@gmail.com
Enquiries about banns, weddings and baptisms can be made
via Annabel Cowley, Benefice Administrator on 859210 or
church.office@Christchurchnailsea.org.uk
Reader

Richard Wheller

07974 160280

Churchwarden

Robin Lambert

464461

Pastoral Care Coordinator Rhona Winter

855718

PCC Secretary

Jill Martin

851559

Treasurer and Gift Aid

John Bickerstaffe

855605

Verger

Chas Norman

854232

Electoral Roll Officer

Jill Martin

851559

Mothers’ Union

Chris Mahony

857724

After-Eights

Rhona Winter

855718

Magazine Editor

June Slater

852550

Church Flowers

Angela Wheller

858613

Vestry Hall bookings

Annabel Cowley

859210

Events Group

Jacqui Broughton

858304

Worldwide Church Com.

Liz Everitt

851174

Lifts to church

Jo Hatcliffe

858149

FFC &Tots@Christ Church Beverley Kelly

07790 178641

Choir & Junior Choir

Phil Lawrence

01454 777719

Benefice Prayer Chain

Bobbie Shannon

856260

Safeguarding

Elizabeth Wood

851722

Child Contact Scheme

Duty Officer

07749 712699

Piecemakers and CC Crafts Val Cave

854892

Breakfast Run

Kim Rockett

07894 563205

Food Bank

Paul Murray

235722

Annabel Cowley

859210

Webmaster

Website: www.christchurchnailsea.org.uk
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What’s on at Christ Church
Weekly
Sun
8.30 am
Holy Communions
10.00 am
See inside for service information
Children are always welcome at our services
There are always toys and books in the children’s corner in Church for toddlers and
babies. First Sunday of each month is Children’s Church for children and their
families. All other Sundays, Faith for Children (FFC) 3-11 years meet in the Vestry
Hall during the service. For information please contact the Church Office.
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

8.30 am
9.30 am
7.30 pm
9.30 am
7.00pm
10.00 - 10.30
10.30 - 12.00
10.30 - 12.00

Morning Prayer—Zoom
Tots in Vestry Hall (term time)
Compline –Zoom
Tots in Vestry Hall (term time)
Choir Practice
Morning Prayer
Church open for quiet prayer
Coffee morning in Vestry Hall

Annabel, the Benefice Administrator, is available in the Church Office
weekday mornings, alternatively phone 859210
Email: church.office@Christchurchnailsea.org.uk
Monthly
Mothers’ Union

After Eights
Book Club
Reflective Prayer
Midweek Communion
Boys’ Night Out
Church Breakfast
Game On
Girls’ Chat Time
Piecemakers
Christ Church Crafts

1st Wednesday Mothers Union Prayers in Church
1st Wednesday alternate months 7.30 Vestry Hall
3rd Wednesday every month 2.30 pm Vestry Hall
See notice sheet for details
2nd Monday 3 pm in the Vestry Hall
3rd Thursday 7pm– Zoom
2nd Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion
1st Thursday at the White Lion
2nd & 4th Sunday each month after 8.30 service
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 2.30—4.30 in Vestry Hall
Last Monday 3.00 pm at Wetherspoons
1st & 3rd Tuesdays each month, 1.30 Vestry Hall
2nd & 4th Tuesday each month 2-4 pm at 63 Westway

Items for the magazine should be emailed to:
MagazineEditor@Christchurchnailsea.org.uk
or handed into the church office by the 14th of each month, thank you
www.Christchurchnailsea.org.uk
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